
The Department of Facilities Management and 

Strategic Planning invites you to a 

Hybrid Earth Day Celebration! 

 
Whether working from home, or a BCPS facility, there are ways to celebrate Earth 

Day by promoting sustainability within the school system.  

Help the Department of Facilities Management and Strategic Planning further the 

mission of establishing sustainable school facilities and encouraging student 

environmental stewardship. 

With students in a hybrid environment, BCPS teachers have a unique opportunity 

to encourage their students to celebrate Earth Day both in school and at home. 

Included are TEN sustainable practices to choose from that you or students can 

accomplish at home or at a BCPS facility on Earth Day. This includes information 

on a new student initiative, Green 60: Our Planet, Our Home, a new teacher-led 

initiative, BCPS Goes Green, PLUS an environmental education resource to help 

celebrate Earth Day every day, and promote environmental literacy 

Don’t forget to Tweet a picture of your Earth Day activity with the hashtag, 

#BCPSGreen60 to the following BCPS accounts: @BCPSOutdoorSci; 

@visualartsbcps; @bcpssci; @bcscsocial 

 

 

Thursday, April 22, 2021 
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TEN SUSTAINABLE WAYS TO CELEBRATE EARTH DAY AT HOME OR A BCPS FACILITY 

1. Identify and Slay “Energy Vampires” 
Energy vampires are the electronics, adapters, and appliances plugged into outlets, 

consuming power (also known as “phantom energy loads”) even when not in use or 

turned “off.” Examples include, but are not limited to, phone chargers, string lights, 

lamps, computer monitors, coffee makers, televisions, game consoles, and speakers. 

 

Educate your students on the importance of reducing energy and have them identify 

common energy vampires at home/school or learn how you can save energy and money 

when picking the low-hanging energy fruit in your own household. 

 

Tips on How to Slay an Energy Vampire:  

a. Unplug power adapters or battery chargers when devices are fully charged or 

disconnected from the charger. 

b. Turn off devices when not in use. 

c. Use a power strip that can be switched off when devices are not in use or use a 

smart power strip that turns on “support” electronics (speakers or game 

consoles) only when the main electronic (stereo or television) is turned “on”. 

d. Enable low power mode on your computer. 

e. Save energy even more with daylighting, a common technique that can be used 

by opening blinds and curtains to allow natural light to illuminate a room, rather 

than using artificial light.  
 

2. Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. 
Remember the three R’s! One of the easiest ways to celebrate Earth Day and to 

promote environmental stewardship is to reduce your solid waste and your direct 

impact on the local landfill.  

 

Here is how you can reduce your solid waste at home and at a BCPS facility: 

a. Reduce your use of single-use plastic, such as plastic straws, water bottles, 

sandwich bags, and produce/grocery bags. 

b. Reuse items as much as you can! Reusable straws, water bottles, cloth napkins, 

coffee mugs and produce/grocery bags provide sustainable alternatives to 

single-use plastic. Use reusable or fabric face coverings to reduce your daily 

impact! Reuse non-recyclable items in creative or innovative ways to engage 
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your students: K-cups can be used as seed starters for Science lessons or use 

bottle caps to make a colorful bottle cap collage. 

c. Recycle anything acceptable by Baltimore County, detailed on the provided 

recycling posters at schools and offices, or found on Baltimore County’s 

Department of Public Works Web site for use at home. More resources for 

recycling in schools can be found on the attached Recycling Resources Packet. 

Look for recycling bins at your local grocery store to recycle plastic grocery bags 

and acceptable plastic film packaging. 

 

3. Pack a Waste-Free Lunch 
Whether you are eating lunch at home, school, or the office, another simple way to 

celebrate Earth Day is to strive for a waste-free lunch.  

 

Here is how you can reduce your waste at lunch:  

a. Use a reusable lunch bag, utensils, cloth napkin, and/or drink container. 

b. Pack your lunch in a reusable container to eliminate the use of single-use plastic 

and to bring home un-eaten food items for later use. 

c. Recycle acceptable food containers or bottles. 

d. Think before you pack: Reduce your waste by packing only what you can eat. 

 

4. Conserve Water 
Another simple way to promote environmental stewardship is to spread awareness on 

water conservation. The most common ways to reduce your water consumption 

include:  

a. Take shorter showers. 

b. Turn off water faucets while brushing your teeth or washing your hands. Per CDC 

Guidelines, good hand hygiene – regular handwashing with soap and water for at 

least 20 seconds – reduces the spread of germs that can cause illness. That is 20 

seconds of hand washing where you can turn off the water faucet and conserve 

water. 

c. Educate your students on the importance and difference between planting 

native vs. non-native gardens, and how this simple step can conserve water and 

reduce your environmental impact. 

 

5. Calculate Your Individual or Family’s Carbon Footprint 
Increase awareness on your personal or family’s carbon footprint by using a carbon 

footprint calculator. Set a goal to reduce your footprint by next Earth Day. 

 

https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/publicworks/recycling/composting/binsale.html
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/publicworks/recycling/composting/binsale.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/clean-disinfect-hygiene.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/clean-disinfect-hygiene.html
https://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx
https://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx


   
 

4 

6. Buy Local Food or Goods 
Buying local food from a farmer’s market or goods from a local artisan can greatly 

increase the sustainability of a community by adding locally grown food to your diet, 

supporting local businesses, and reducing the environmental impact from food and 

goods distribution. 

 

7. Donate Clothes or Goods 
Donating your used clothes or goods to a consignment or donation center, rather than 

simply throwing everything in the trash helps reduce your impact on the local landfill 

and helps reuse items that are still usable. 

 

8. Pick-Up Trash in Your Community 
There are several ways you can safely pick-up trash in your community, whether by 

yourself, with a school group, or with a community volunteer group. However, you 

decide to collect trash in your community, always remember safety first. Refer to the 

attached Guidelines for Trash/Litter Clean-up Activities document for more information 

on safety procedures for school-organized clean-up events. 

 

Here are a couple examples of how you can get involved:  

a. Plogging 

Plogging is a global movement that anyone can join, and it directly helps your 

community. Bring some gloves and a small bag for trash the next time you go on 

a walk, jog, or run on your favorite community trail or route around your 

neighborhood. 

b. Clean Green :15 

A combined initiative with BCPS and the Baltimore County Department of 

Environmental Protection and Sustainability, Clean Green :15 is a way to help a 

Baltimore County public school get credit towards an environmental project 

grant by documenting the 15 minute clean-up activity with Baltimore County.  

c. Organized Volunteer Clean-ups 

Look for volunteer cleanup events or groups in your area as a way to give back to 

the environment, or for students to earn community service hours. Project Clean 

Stream, is a great example of an organized community clean-up organization 

that helps keep the Chesapeake Bay clean and beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.plogging.org/
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/departments/environment/cleangreen/cleangreen15.html
https://www.chesapeakenetwork.org/groups/project-clean-stream/
https://www.chesapeakenetwork.org/groups/project-clean-stream/
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9. Spread Awareness with Environmental Education 
Incorporate environmental education into everyday lessons. For more resources, the 

Earth Day organization has developed an Education Resource Library featuring 

resources for classroom, at-home, and community learning.  

 

Here are a few examples of how environmental education can be included in every 

subject, throughout grade levels:  

 

➢ Mathematics:  

▪ Create a chart or graph on a student’s solid waste reduction impact comparing 

monthly trash reduction due to recycling efforts. 

▪ Analyze energy-related data from the Energy Information Agency (EIA) 

➢ Science:  

▪ Learn the different gases that make up harmful greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. 

▪ Identify common GHG emitters in their surrounding environment (cars, 

household/school energy types, etc.) and how the gases can be reduced. 

➢ Reading/Language Arts:  

▪ Have students write a poem, or short story on the importance of sustainability. 

▪ Have students write a persuasive letter to the school principal or a local legislator 

about why/how the school or county could be doing more to promote sustainability. 

➢ Social Studies:  

▪ Educate your students on the history of Earth Day. 

▪ Brainstorm the different impacts of their environmental stewardship on their 

community. 

➢ Arts:  

▪ Have students create an art display using recycled/repurposed materials. 

▪ Write a song entailing the importance of Earth Day and environmental awareness.  

➢ CTE:  

▪ Educate your students on the various careers and green jobs that promote 

sustainability on a daily basis. 

▪ Increase community service hours by volunteering with a local community clean-up 

group or event. 

➢ STEM:  

▪ Have students research the various renewable energy technologies.  

▪ Brainstorm all the branches of engineering needed for one sustainability-related 

project (electrical, mechanical, energy, computer science, etc.) 

 

https://www.earthday.org/education-resource-library/
https://www.eia.gov/
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10. Participate in Green 60: Our Planet, Our Home 
Created by the Baltimore County Student Council (BCSC) Environmental Committee, 

Green 60: Our Planet, Our Home is a student-led environmental challenge for schools to 

participate in virtually, fostering competition between schools and promoting 

environmental awareness.  

 

From April 12 – 23, students and staff can participate in sustainable practices from their 

households, or at school, and earn points for their school by sending in videos or 

pictures of their sustainable practices. The school with the most points at the end of the 

challenge will win prizes and recognition for their hard work. 

To receive more information from the BCSC Environmental Committee on how to 

submit videos of your sustainable practices for points and to stay up-to-date on the 

competition, fill in your information on their Green 60 Interest Google Form.  

 

STAY INVOLVED YEAR-ROUND WITH BCPS GOES GREEN 

BCPS Goes Green, a new teacher-led initiative in promoting sustainable practices and 

environmental literacy throughout schools in BCPS, in conjunction with the BCPS Compass – 

Focus Area Five: Operational Excellence, is a way to facilitate interagency relations between 

BCPS and the Baltimore County Government.  

The goal of BCPS Goes Green is to build a BCPS Green Community where educators and leaders 

can connect sustainability to the classroom using real-world examples in the schools, and 

provide an avenue for student-led, county-wide sustainability initiatives.  

The initiative is formed by four major committees tackling key sustainable practices within the 

school system:  

1. Green Buildings, Energy Conservation, and Efficiency 

2. Local Foods and Sustainable Agriculture 

3. Sustainability Forums and Events 

4. Solid Waste Management and Plastics 

Any teacher or administrator interested in joining a committee can reach out to their Science 

Resource Teacher for more information.  

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKEEES8Wcz-wGD7mIH_W81rAt28nRcASQ1qh-qdowRvBOhgg/viewform

